Bilateral sporotrichoid lymphocutaneous dermatosis in a drug abuser: case report and review of the literature.
Bilateral sporotrichoid mycobacterial cutaneous infection is unusual and has been reported in only three cases involving different species and with an unknown route of infection in the literature.We report a case of bilateral sporotrichoid dermatosis in an immunocompetent patient with a history of intravenous heroin injection before development of the skin lesions. Both special stain and culture of biopsy specimen were negative. Finally, Mycobacterium fortuitum was identified by a polymerase chain reaction-based method. The patient responded well to clarithromycin and ciprofloxacin therapy. This case represents an unusual primary cutaneous M. fortuitum infection manifested as bilateral sporotrichoid lesions of the limbs. Review of previous reported cases of bilateral sporotrichoid mycobacterial infection shows different isolated organisms and routes of infection to that found in our case.